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The Senate GOP will ask a federal judge to eliminate the congressional seats belonging to Rep. Gary Ackerman and Maurice Hinchey, a Republican source just told me.

Not surprisingly, no Republicans would lose their seats under the GOP plan.

The Hinchey seat was a no-brainer since the veteran Democratic Hudson Valley congressman  has announced he will retire at the end of  this term and upstate is slated to lose a seat under the once-a-decade redistricting process, the source said.

Ackerman, a Queens Democrat whose district cuts into Nassau County, was chosen, the source said, because the population formula dictates that New York City lose almost one full seat and Long Island a portion of one.

"That district is a perfect balance," the GOPer said.

It also works amid Republican-fueled speculation that Ackerman, who lives in Roslyn, Long Island, is set to announce his retirement--something he recently denied on Twitter.

Meanwhile, under the GOP plan, Rep. Charles Rangel, whose Harlem district Democrats want to extend into the Bronx, would remain the same, but turned into a Hispanic-majority district that consolidates the Dominican community within it, the Republican source said.

The Assembly Democrats will file their suggested congressional lines later in the day as well.

A special master has been charged with coming up with new congressional lines by March 12. The state is slated to lose two of its 29 congressional seat in this year's redistrictring process.
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